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The Night Woman by Sia Figiel
for Tere and Manoa with love, and for Pounamu, that you might understand. ..

The Night Woman endures For she alone knows the secrets of the Moon
the stares of Day the stars

People who point the sea

fingers at her the land

throw stones at her

smiling as she bleeds... And In that place

nere the sea meets the land
lhe hurtotthe Night. ... . ohe abandons her Day
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naming myselt

“Tusitala” the tale 1 tell

teller of tales will book its way

that | never heard through tongued histories
till yesterday timeless mysteries

born away sanctioned violence

for another life spaces of silence

telling lives




Marsh on Art & Theory

e artwork about theory and a theory about art

e “process of theorizing my own existence into existence” (338) and
the “"danger of theorizing the voices of Pacific Islands women, and
of myselt, away” (338




mana tama'ita’l

* mana - power and respect

e tama‘ita’l - nonexclusive Samoan word used to refer to a woman

e culturally nonspecific term for Pacific Island women
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mana tama'ita’l

 “Thus, literary feminism can simply be defined as the study and promotion of women-oriented
works that are potentially empowering” (339

e Just because the subject is woman does not mean it is empowering.

o Similarly, “Just because it's Indigenous, does not mean it is innocent” (Gregory Pomaika'i
Gushiken




mana tama'ita’l

 "For Pacific Islands women, we need our voices to be asserted,
heard, and heeded. For the colonizers also prescribed roles for us
as the sexual servant, the dusky maiden, the exotic native, the
iInnocent savage, the ‘happy-go-lucky fuzzy-haired’ girl” (343
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Terisa Siagatonu

* born in San Francisco, CA

e gqueer Samoan activist and slam poet
 MA from USC in Marriage/Family Therapy
» Obama’s 2012 Champion of Change

e “Meauli”

“Write a poem where every line begins with
- the words “I’'m here because”.”




Write a poem where every line begins with the words:

| am here because...

| am here because




